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About the Authors

Who are Brian Williams and Stacey Sqw}fer? We are a married couple living
near Lake Tahoe, Nevada, with an avid interest in seeing students become
well educated—especially in information technology.

What best describes what we do? We consider ourselves watchers and ljs.
teners. We spend our time watchipg w.hat’s happening in business and socj.
ety and on college campuses a.ncli llstcn}ng to the views expressed by instruc.
tors, students, and other participants in the computer revolution. We thep
try to translate those observations into meaningful language that can be best
understood by students.

Over the past two decades, we have individually or together authored more
than 20 books (and over 30 revisions), most of them on computers and infor-
mation technology. Both of us have a commitment to helping students suc-
ceed in college. Brian, for instance, has co-authored five books in the college
success field: Learning Success, The Commuter Student, The Urban St ,
The Successful Distance Learning Student, and The Career Studen
book. Stacey has an interest in language education and has work:
eral college textbooks in English as a Second Language (ESL) and i
German, French, and Italian. We thus bring to our information-tech
books an awareness of the needs of the increasingly diverse stude: :
now in our colleges.

Brian has a B.A. and M.A. from Stanford University and has held
gerial jobs in education, communications, and publishing. Stacey has = B A
from Ohio Wesleyan and an M.A. from Middlebury College and the Un
sity of Mainz, Germany. She has taught at Ohio State University and man-
aged and consulted for a number of for-profit and nonprofit health, educa-
tional, and publishing organizations.

In our spare time, we enjoy travel, music, cooking, and exploring the wilds
of the American West.




To the Instructor

As authors, we are enormously gratified by the continued endorsement uf
USING INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 2s 2 teaching 100l for the introd
tory college course on computers. Over 500,000 students have been introdu /,d
to this dynamic and exciting subject through UIT’s four eadier editions, 2nd
instructors in over 500 schools have selected it for use in their courses

What are the reasons for this acceptance? One is that UIT was the fire
textbook to foresee and define the impact of digitz] convergence
of computers and communications—as the new and broader o 0nd
this course. And we have continued to try to pioneer in coverzge
developments. Thus, we are extremely pleased 10 hezr revieviers Labe
xﬂ:cmostnp«to-datetextpubhshedﬁndmumu

But there is another important reason, we think, for UIT’s frequent adoption
We often ask instructors what their most significant challenge is in tezching
this course. One professor at 2 state university seems to spezk for most when
. she says: “Making the course interesting and challenging” Others echo her
wnd;mahmd:a”xeqmgmdemmacmdmdxmmi enough to

M”Anothaspakszbouﬂhcneedtoa&ress
levels while keeping the course challenging and

tremendously exciting, but we
cometothcsubpectmthammdcs

To the Instructor




